TEE END OF TBE PLAY.
849
tmth is better than a lie> however gilded, and in the case of genius, that so easily gathers romantic power over the heart and wins its devotion, candor is a social virtue.    On the roll of our literature Poe's name is inscribed with the few foremost, and in the world at large his genius is established as valid among all men.    Muck as lie derived nurture from other sources he was the aon of Coleridge by the weird touch in his imagination, by the principles of his analytic criticism, and the speculative bent of his mind.     An artist primarily, whose skill, helped   by   the   finest   sensitive and   perceptive powers in himself, was developed by thought, patience, and endless self-correction into a subtle deftness of hand unsurpassed in its own work, he belonged to the men of culture instead of those of originally perfect power; but being gifted with, the dreaming instinct, the myth-making faculty, the allegorizing power, and with no other poetic element of high genius, lie exercised his art in a region of vague feeling, symbolic ideas, and fantastic imagery, and wrought his spell largely through sensuous effects  of color, sound, and gloom, heightened by lurking but unshaped  suggestions of mysterious meanings.   Now and then gleama of light and stretches of lovely landscape shine out, but for the moat part his mastery was over dismal, superstitious, and waste places.   In imagination, as in action, his was an evil genius; and in its realms of revery he dwelt alone.   Except the wife who idol-
7riend and servant,     NBILSON POB.
